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Calendar 
Reminders  

 

There will be no CCD classes held on December 
23 and 30, due to Christmas vacation.  Classes 
will resume on January 6.  The CCD staff wishes 
each and every family a Blessed Christmas. 
 

Grade 2 Sacraments Parent Meeting will be 
held on January 7 at 7 pm in Vasa Hall. 
   

Progress reports for grades 1 ï 6 will be sent 
home on January 13. 

$CRIP News   
Donõt forget that our Holiday Contest  

continues through Dec. 13th.  Thank you for all 

of your purchases.  They do make a  

difference, so keep up the good work!  

CONFIRMATION  TIDBITS  
 

Get a jump on the required ten service hours during 

the school break!   
 

Confirmation forms are due  in January.  The holidays 

are a good time to get the sponsor signature.  All 

qualification boxes must be checked and both the 

sponsor and a parent MUST sign the sponsor form.  If 

a signature is missing, we will send it back.  Please 

save us hours of follow-up time by sending your 

forms in promptly.    

                                  Thank You! 

Oplatki ð 
Polish Christmas Wafers  

Fr. Christensen will send home the 

Oplatki with the CCD students on 

December 16.  If your child misses 

class on that day, the Polish wafers 

will be available after Masses the weekend of Decem-

ber 19 and 20.  Thank you to Father for sharing this 

special Christmas custom with the parish. 

   Our souls need a time of 

preparation for the coming 

of Christ ï the Light of the 

World.  This is why  the 

Church gives us the season 

of Advent to spiritually 

prepare for His coming.  

We often get so wrapped 

up in all that we need to do 

to ñget readyò for Christ-

mas.  We are busy putting 

up a tree, Christmas shop-

ping,  baking  and decorat-

ing our homes.  But how do we ñreadyò our souls for 

His coming?   How do we keep Christ in Christmas? 
 

    So often we unintentionally skip over Advent as we 

get caught  up in  the  busyness of  the Christmas 

holiday, and we forget that Christmas doesn't arrive 

until Dec. 25.  As the weeks of Advent continue,  

there is still plenty of time to take some spiritual steps 

before Christmas arrives.  
 

        Many heartfelt thanks for your generosity in giv-

ing to the St. Francis Food Pantry and Catholic Social 

Services collections , the ñadopt a familyò  program 

and the Christmas giving tree.  These donations  

really do make a difference!  This sharing gives visi-

ble witness to all those around  us  that we  believe  in 

Jesus Christ, the Light of the World, who truly is 

the reason for the season.   

Advent Confession Schedule  

¸ÙrdµÊÙÊ×̃Ød¨ÔÓËÊØØÎÔÓdØÈÍÊÉÚÑÊdËÔ×d¦ÉÛÊÓÙdÎØ~d 

Mon. Dec. 21:   5- 6 pm & 7 - 8 pm  

Tues. Dec. 22:   5- 6 pm & 7 - 8 pm 

Wed. Dec. 23:  5 - 6 pm & 7 - 8 pm 



Parish Retreat  - Feed Your Soul 
 

    This yearsô Lenten retreat will be held  Friday  night and Saturday, February 26/27 
and conclude on  Sunday, March 7.  The  retreat  will  focus  on  a   renewal  of  the  
Sacraments of  Baptism,  Eucharist and  Confirmation  at  an  adult  level.   It  is  an 
excellent way to prepare yourself to help  your  child  through the sacraments or a 
great Lenten refresher.    
     To register for the retreat or if you have any questions,  call Lynette at 328-2866. 

 

 
 

     Next June, St. Peterôs  students will again have 
the opportunity to learn more about our faith and 
have a great time by attending the Totus Tuus 
Summer Catechetical Program.  Ask anyone who 
attended this first -time event last summer, and 
theyôll tell you not to miss it!   
      The week of June 14 - June 19, Totus Tuus will 
be offered to students entering first grade 
through  their   senior  year  in  high  school.   Stu-
dents attending LPS will be able to register prior 
to students attending St. Peterôs School and Pius.  
       The week-long program  will  be  taught  by 
college students and seminarians.  Grades 1 - 8 
will be an all day program, while the high school 
program will be held in the evenings. 
       Early registration materials will be available in 
February.   So  mark  your calendars and plan 
now to enroll your child in this  great summer 
program!  

Parking Lot Safety 
 

Thanks to everyone for following our 

class dismissal and parking rules.  It is so 

helpful & allows us to better monitor the 

safety of our students.  We appreciate the 

sacrifice that it takes to park the car & 

wait for your child by the building. You are welcome 

to wait in the church foyer, especially with little 

ones to keep warm and dry.   

Maryõs Christmas Dream 
 

      I had a dream Joseph. I do not understand it, not really, but I think it was about a 
birthday celebration for our Son. I think that was what it was all about. The people 
had been preparing for it for about six weeks.  
 

      They had decorated the house and bought new clothes. Theyôd gone shopping 
many times and bought elaborate gifts. It was peculiar though, because the presents 
weren't for our Son. 
 

     They wrapped them in beautiful paper and tied them with lovely bows and stacked 
them under a tree. Yes, a tree, Joseph, right in their house! They decorated the tree, 

also. The branches were full of glowing balls and sparkling ornaments. There was a figure on the top 
of the tree. It looked like an angel might look. Oh, it was so beautiful.  Everyone was laughing and 
they were very happy.  They were all excited about the gifts.  
 

    They gave the gifts to each other, Joseph, not to our Son. I don't think they even knew Him.  They 
never mentioned His name. Doesn't it seem odd for people to go  to all  that  trouble to  celebrate 
someone's birthday if they don't know Him? I had the strangest feeling that if our Son had gone to 
this celebration, He would have been intruding. Everything was so beautiful, Joseph, and everyone 
was so happy, but it made me want to cry. How sad for Jesus not to be wanted at His own birthday 
party. I'm glad it was only a dream. How terrible, Joseph, if it had been real.  

             February  
            13 & 14  
       

            Vasa Hall  
 

        The works of 
Lent  can  and  should  be more than just giving 
up chocolate or promising to go to church more 
often.  Although  these  things  are  great,  the 
purpose of Lent is to bring us back to Christ.  This 
Lent, make extra space and time for God in your 
daily life.  Join us for ñThe Lenten Experienceò - 
food, fellowship and faith.  Lenten resources will 
be available for all ages and stages of family life.   



 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

we  offer financial assistance to institutions 

such as Catholic Social Services, Peoples City 
Mission, and Friendship Home, who act on our 

behalf to shelter to those who need it.  And of 
course, we can always pray for the homeless.  

ñI was ill and you comforted me.ò  (Mt. 
25:36)  This work of mercy can be as simple 
as sending a card to someone who is sick.  

Really putting it into practice can mean a lot 
to someone who is sick and perhaps very 

lonely.  Think about older neighbors or those 
in nursing homes.  They often go 
days  without any visitors.  You can 

brighten their days with a visit and 
a card or baked goods.  As 

Christmas draws near, perhaps you 
can organize a group of friends to 
visit a nursing home and sing 

Christmas carols.  
 

ñI am the Resurrection and the Life. Whoever 

believes in Me, though he should 
die, will come to life.ò  (Jn. 11:25
-26)  The death of a loved one is 

a difficult time, but one that is 
marked with the joy of the 

promise of Eternal Life.  We can 
ñBury the Deadò in many waysð 
by attending Rosaries, funerals, 

and graveside services, and also 
by praying for the deceased and their 

families.  We can send sympathy cards and 
have Masses said for those who have died.  
We can also continue to pray for the dead and 

visit their graves on Memorial Day and 
throughout the year.   

 

 

 
 

In this newsletter we will conclude our look at 

the corporal works of mercy ðthose which in-
struct us to assist one another with our bodily 

and material needs. May we always remember 
that our generosity in carrying out these 
works of mercy will not go unnoticed and will 

be rewarded by our Heavenly Father.  
 

ñI was in prison and you came to visit 
me.ò  (Mt. 25:36)  Although it is not very 

practical for us to regularly visit criminals who 
are in jail, there are things that we can  do.  
We can follow the example of St. Therese of 

Lisieux, who as a thirteen -year old child, 
heard of a non - repentant criminal and decided 

to pray for his conversion. Therese prayed for 
him daily and offered sacrifices on his behalf.  
One day she read in the newspaper that be-

fore he was executed, this criminal kissed the 
wounds of Christ on the Crucifix three times. 

So even though we may not be able to physi-
cally visit those in prison, we can help them 
by our prayers and sacrifices.  We can also be 

generous in our support of the clergy who are 
assigned to the prison ministry.  
 

ñI was a stranger and you welcomed 
Me.ò  (Mt. 25:36)  Many might think 

that we canôt practice this work of 
mercy because we are unable to 

open our homes to those who have 
no homes, but it need not be that 

complicated.  The simple act of welcoming 
new families to your neighborhood, school, 
and parish can be a way of putting this into 

action.  We also shelter the homeless when  

The Fourth Corporal Work of Mercy:  
 

 To Visit Those Who are in Prison  

The Sixth Corporal Work of Mercy:  
 

 To Visit the Sick  

The Seventh Corporal Work of Mercy:  
 

 To Bury the Dead  

The Fifth Corporal Work of Mercy:  
 

 To Shelter the Homeless  


